
Wednesday, October 29, 2025
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM Pre-Conference Registration Lobby Level 

Convention 
Registration

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM Pre-Conference Workshops

 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM Deliberate Innovation for Higher Educators Goldcoast

1:00 PM- 4:00 PM A Model for Advancing A Vital Campus-Wide Conversation for 
Launching Improvement of the Graduate Student Experience

Streeterville

Building an Accessible Graduate Experience: Supporting 
Neurodiversity and Mental Health

Edgewater

Active Mentoring for Sustaining Graduate Student Success and 
Resilience

Wrigleyville

Providing a Humanistic Approach to Graduate Education: 
Fostering Identity, Community, and Professional Growth for 
Graduate Students

Lakeview

2:00- 4:30 PM Conference Registration Sheraton Promenade

4:30 - 4:45 PM Welcome

John Gardner, Founder and Executive Chair, Gardner Institute
Drew Koch, Chief Executive Officer, Gardner Institute
Introduction of Keynote speaker: John Gardner

Sheraton 2

4:45 - 6:30 PM Keynote Address- From Transactional to Transformational: 
A Holistic Approach to Graduate and Professional Student 
Success

April Perry, Professor of Higher Education, Western Carolina 
University

Sheraton 2

6:30 - 7:30 PM Opening Reception Sheraton Promenade

Thursday, October 30, 2025
7:00 AM Registration Sheraton Promenade

7:30 - 8:30 AM Breakfast Sheraton 2
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8:30 - 9:15 AM Concurrent Sessions

Research IS “Engagement” for Graduate Students, so How 
Can We Improve the Experience?

Sheraton 1

A comprehensive guide to enhancing the journey of 
transforming a prospective applicant into a graduate, 
employing the “In, Through, & Out” methodology

Streeterville

Resiliency and Self-care in Graduate Students Sheraton 3

The Urgent Call to Support First-Generation Graduate 
Students

Lincoln Boardroom

9:30 - 10:15 AM Concurrent Sessions

Morgan’s Structured Teaching Assistant Program (MSTAP) 
and Comprehensive Professional Development: Evidence 
and Implications

Sheraton 1

Intentionally Serving Graduate Students through a 
Centralized Advising Model

Lincoln Boardroom

WAGS – Equity across the University Edgewater

10:30 - 11:15 AM Concurrent Sessions

Promoting Interdisciplinary Collaboration in Graduate and 
Professional Studies

Sheraton 1

Money Matters and Career Innovation: Empowering 
Graduate Students, Increasing Retention and Enhancing 
Community

Sheraton 3

The Impact of Graduate Faculty Workloads on Graduate 
Student Mentoring and Advising

Streeterville

Transformational Leadership and Its Impact on Hope, 
Purpose, and Meaning Among ABD Doctoral Candidates

Lincoln Boardroom

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM Concurrent Sessions

Online Student Success and Retention Sheraton 1

Supporting Graduate Student Needs Sheraton 3

Let’s Talk Access: A Conversation about Supporting our 
Graduate Students with Disabilities

Lincoln Boardroom

Coaching Graduate Students for Academic Success Streeterville

The Graduate Faculty Crisis Edgewater

12:15 - 1:45 PM Lunch and Plenary-Graduate School: Then, Now, Next

Leonard Cassuto, Professor of English and American Studies, 
Fordham University

Sheraton 2

2:00 - 2:45 PM Concurrent Sessions

Creating A Graduate Student Success Hub: A Case Study 
Approach at Teachers College, Columbia University

Sheraton 1
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Beyond Survival: Reimagining Graduate Student Success 
Through a Theory of Thriving

Sheraton 3

Creating Connections: The Role of Graduate Student 
Organizations in Building Community

Lincoln Boardroom

Connected from a Distance: Building Relationships 
to Enhance Online Graduate Student Success Across 
Generations

Edgewater

Elevating Graduate Education: A Strategic Summit on 
Innovation, Best Practices, and Student Success

Streeterville

3:00 - 3:45 PM Concurrent Sessions

Culturally Responsive Graduate Student Support: 
Addressing Differences and Wellbeing in Student Affairs

Sheraton 1

The Grad Academy: Empowering Student Growth Beyond 
the Classroom

Sheraton 3

Incentivizing Faculty to Pursue Excellence in Teaching and 
Advising Online Graduate Students

Lincoln Boardroom

Interdisciplinary Research Summits: Building Collaborative 
Communities and Advancing Knowledge Across Campus

Streeterville

Redesigning The UNDERGRADUATE Student Experience 
So That More Graduate Students Will Start, Flourish, and 
Finish

Edgewater

4:00 - 5:15 PM Debate- What is the Future of Graduate Education? Sheraton 2

5:30 - 6:30 PM Optional Discussion Sessions

How to Fix Your Own and Everybody Else’s Graduate Program: 
A Beginner’s Guide

Sheraton 1

Teachable moments: the relationship between student 
success, civic engagement, and civil discourse

Sheraton 2

Student Affairs’ Role in the Graduate Student Experience: A 
Discussion Among Colleagues

Sheraton 3

Friday, October 31, 2025
7:45 - 8:45 AM Breakfast Sheraton 2

9:00 - 9:45 AM Concurrent Sessions

Money matters, but it is not everything: Supporting graduate 
students raising families

Sheraton 1

Building Bridges, Not Walls: How Undocumented Graduate Students 
Thrive with Strategic Support

Sheraton 3

Supporting Graduate Students Through Peers and Partnerships: A 
Student Success Model

Lincoln 
Boardroom

The Black Women’s Wellness Retreat: A Case Study Streeterville

Understanding the Online Graduate Student Experience: Student 
Engagement and Retention

Edgewater
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Friday, October 31, 2025
10:00 - 10:45 AM Concurrent Sessions

New Pathways Out: Examining Alternative Exit Projects Sheraton 1

Shaping PhD Career Paths: The Role of Graduate Experiences in 
Career Aspirations

Edgewater

Mentors Helping Mentors: Mentor Training for Graduate Students Sheraton 3

Guiding the Journey: A Comprehensive Approach to Graduate 
Student Career Support

Streeterville

11:00 - 11:45 AM Concurrent Sessions

Funding Success: Redesigning Graduate Student Scholarship and 
Fellowship Support

Sheraton 1

Case Study: UCLA Data Harmonization and Innovative Student 
Affairs-Academic Affairs Partnerships to Support Graduate and 
Professional Students’ Basic Needs

Sheraton 3

From Campus to Clicks: The Digital Transformation of Graduate 
Mental Health Services

Lincoln 
Boardroom

Evolving With Enrollment: Supporting Graduate Students Through 
Intentional Engagement Strategies

Streeterville

Building the EDGE Center — A Holistic Approach to Graduate 
Student Success

Edgewater

11:45 - 1:15 PM Lunch and Plenary- Humanizing the Mentoring Experience for Graduate 
Students: Expanding Opportunity, Inclusiveness and Belonging

Laura I. Rendón, Professor Emerita and Co-Director of the Center for 
Research and Policy in Education, University of Texas, San Antonio

Sheraton 2

1:30 - 2:15 PM Concurrent Sessions

Engaging In-Person & Online Graduate Student Learners from 
Orientation through Graduation

Sheraton 1

Building Bridges: Multi-Level Campus Partnerships to Support 
Graduate Student Success

Sheraton 3

Ignite the Flame: How Peer Mentors Spark a Culture of Belonging 
and Success

Streeterville

2:30 -3:00 PM Closing Sheraton 2
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